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POTENTIAL VIOLATION: 
 
1. 41 U.S. Code § 2102 (formerly 41 U.S.C. Section 423) - Prohibitions on disclosing and obtaining 

procurement information 
 

ALLEGATION: 
 
On April 15, 2016, the Office of the Inspector General, Office of Investigations, Research 
Triangle Park (RTP), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), RTP, NC received a complaint 
alleging a potential Procurement Integrity Act violation concerning EPA Contract EP-D-16-009. 
The contract was awarded to Trinity Engineering Associates, Inc. (Trinity), Cincinnati, OH. The 
losing bidder was SC&A, Inc. (SC&A), Reston, VA. SC&A filed a protest of this contract award 
with the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) citing, amongst other things, a potential 
organizational conflict of interest (OCI). In Trinity’s rebuttal, they indicated that SC&A 
possessed Trinity’s proprietary information from their proposal. This investigation was opened to 
determine whether any of Trinity’s proprietary information was provided to SC&A by EPA. 
 

FINDINGS: 
 
OI conducted interviews of personnel on the contract’s technical evaluation panel (TEP) and of the 
contracting officer (CO). OI also conducted records reviews and email reviews. The interviews and 
other reviews did not yield sufficient information to suggest Trinity’s proprietary information was 
provided to SC&A by any EPA personnel. 
 
During OI’s interview of the EPA CO, it was determined that contract EP-D-16-009 was 
subsequently cancelled due to various issues to include the GAO protest and the potential OCI. As 
such, the contract was to be resolicited. It was further learned that , 
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